
 

 

 
 

Mega-Chad is an international multidisciplinary research 
network on the history and evolution of societies in the Lake 
Chad Basin. 
 

The Lake Chad catchment area refers to a vast area of shared 
practices and trade, covering five countries around Lake Chad 
(Cameroon, Central African Republic, Niger, Nigeria and Chad), 
as well as on the borders of Sudan, Libya and Algeria. The 
diversity of human and physical situations makes it an ideal 
research field for many disciplines. The richness of the 
comparison of results has not been denied since 1975, when the 
linguistics, humanities and social sciences departments of the 
University of Chad decided to formalise their collaboration. At a 
meeting in N'Djamena, Professor H. Jungraithmayr, a German  
linguist, suggested naming this nascent multi-disciplinary dynamic "Mega-Chad", in reference to the mega-lake 
Chad that flooded the region in ancient times. Mega-Chad is an international multidisciplinary research 
network on the history and evolution of societies in the Lake Chad Basin. 
 

The Lake Chad catchment area refers to a vast area of shared practices and trade, covering five countries 
around Lake Chad (Cameroon, Central African Republic, Niger, Nigeria and Chad), as well as on the borders of 
Sudan, Libya and Algeria. The diversity of human and physical situations makes it an ideal research field for 
many disciplines. The richness of the comparison of results has not been denied since 1975, when the 
linguistics, humanities and social sciences departments of the University of Chad decided to formalise their 
collaboration. At a meeting in N'Djamena, Professor H. Jungraithmayr, a German linguist, suggested naming 
this nascent multi-disciplinary dynamic "Mega-Chad", in reference to the mega-lake Chad that flooded the 
region in ancient times. 
 

The first multidisciplinary conference in Paris marked the creation of the network in 1984, which has grown 
progressively denser and now, 40 years later in 2024, includes around 
500 correspondents in some twenty countries (Australia, Austria, Belgium, Cameroon, Canada, Central 
Cameroon, Canada, Central African Republic, Czech Republic, Denmark, France, Germany, Japan, Niger, 
Netherlands, Nigeria, Russia, Switzerland, United Kingdom, United States, Nigeria, Netherlands, Russia, 
Switzerland, United Kingdom, Chad, Czech Republic, United States, etc.). 
 

Its aims are to promote and support multidisciplinary research into the societies and environments of the 
Lake Chad Basin, both past and present, and to disseminate the results. As such, it disseminates scientific 
information via a website (http://www.mega-tchad.net) and a blog (https://megatchad.wordpress.com), a 
discussion list and a mailing list, publishes book reviews, compiles and edits a bibliography each year, and 
organises international colloquia, which are the high points of the network's activities. 
 

18 symposia were held in various European countries (France, Germany, Netherlands, Italy) and Africa 
(Cameroon, Nigeria, Chad). For each conference, a small team of network members takes charge of the 
organisation and publication, after a rigorous selection of contributions. These conferences have all been 
published. The North-South dialogue is regularly stimulated in these colloquia, in which African researchers, 
among others, take part. 
 

The XVIIIth Méga-Tchad international symposium was held for the first time in N'Djamena, from 29 to 31 
January 2020, on the theme  "Times of change. Ruptures and continuity in the Lake Chad Basin". It will be 
published by IRD Editions. 
 
Website: www.mega-tchad.net 
Discussion list: megatchad.net@gmail.com 
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